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Abstract

The Impact of China's Robot and Al Industry Promotion
Policies on the International Intellectual Property Protection
System (TRIPS): Focusing on the Strengthening of Patent

Protection and the Issue of Forced Technology Transfer

Kang, Moon Kyung

Artificial intelligence (AI) and robotics industries have emerged as key strategic
sectors that determine national technological competitiveness. Major countries are
actively promoting industrial policies to secure technological leadership and
strengthen their innovation ecosystems. In particular, China has implemented
comprehensive national strategies such as Made in China 2025, the New
Generation Artificial Intelligence Development Plan, and the Robot Industry
Development Plan to foster the development of Al and robotics industries. These
policies aim to enhance technological capabilities, expand patent portfolios, and

secure global leadership in emerging technologies.

While such strategies contribute to industrial development, they have also
raised concerns regarding their compatibility with the international intellectual
property protection regime. In particular, issues related to technology transfer
requirements, joint ventures with foreign firms, and the effectiveness of patent
protection have been widely discussed in the context of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPs).

This study examines China’s industrial policies for the development of Al and
robotics and analyzes the current status of its intellectual property protection
framework. It further investigates the legal issues arising from these policies in
relation to the TRIPs Agreement, focusing particularly on patent protection and

the potential coercion of technology transfer. By analyzing relevant provisions of
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the TRIPs Agreement, including Articles 27, 28, and 39, this research evaluates

the consistency of China’s policies with international intellectual property norms.

The study finds that although China formally maintains compliance with TRIPs
obligations, certain industrial policies and regulatory practices may create indirect
pressures for technology transfer and raise concerns regarding the effective
protection of foreign patents and proprietary technologies. Based on this analysis,
the paper provides an international trade law assessment and proposes policy
recommendations to address these challenges while maintaining the stability of

the global intellectual property protection system.

Keywords: China’s Al and Robotics Policy; TRIPs Agreement; Intellectual
Property Protection; Patent Protection; Forced Technology Transfer;

International Trade Law



