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A Critical Analysis of Legislative Proposals for
Platform Fairness and Anti-Monopoly Regulation in

the 22nd Korean National Assembly
Park, Shin-UkK"

Abstract The rise and fall of nations and civilizations has historically gone hand in hand with
advancements in technology and commerce. Europe's rapid industrialization during the Second
Industrial Revolution, driven by the steam engine, illustrates this pattern, as does the United States’
contemporary digital leadership built upon computing, the Internet, and artificial intelligence. At least
for the foreseeable future, the European regulatory model does not appear to provide an appropriate
blueprint for Korea's platform regulatory framework. There are no European operators in the sectors
defined as core platform services under Article 2(2) of the Digital Markets Act (DMA), such as online
intermediation, search engines, social networks, video-sharing platforms, interpersonal communications,
operating systems, web browsers, virtual assistants, and cloud services. None of the designated DMA
gatekeepers (Alphabet, Amazon, Apple, Booking, ByteDance, Meta, and Microsoft) are European
companies. While Europe has pursued a robust legislative agenda known as the “Brussels Effect”
with the aim of establishing digital sovereignty, the absence of European gatekeepers may suggest
the limitations of an excessively regulation-oriented approach rather than demonstrating that regulation
itself is ineffective. The European legislative vision of establishing a digital single market grounded
in freedom, fairness, and human-centric values is undoubtedly commendable. Alongside the United
States and China, Europe has stood as one of the world's leading “Digital Empires”, exerting substantial
influence on global legal frameworks. However, Europe's complex regulatory landscape has created
a paradox: it imposes compliance costs that are particularly burdensome for domestic small and
medium-sized enterprises, thereby hindering their ability to compete and innovate. Consequently, the
resulting regulatory environment may disproportionately benefit already dominant global platforms
that possess the resources and legal capacity to navigate complex regulatory requirements. These
developments ultimately raise a fundamental question regarding the future direction of Korea's
platform regulatory framework: what path should Korea choose in the age of artificial intelligence?

* Prof. Dr. iur, Gyeongsang National University





